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From the
President's Desk

To all my Vincentian brothers and sisters:

In this busy “got to get things done” world we sometimes forget to thank all those
who make St. Vincent de Paul possible. I would like to say thank you to all of you
now. Many of our volunteers have added extra days to their schedules. We have
done an incredible job of serving our clients. Unfortunately, we have not been able
to have our volunteer appreciation days due to the COVID pandemic. Hopefully we
will be able to reinstate these celebrations soon. As of now, we are serving an
excess of 100 hot meals 5 days a week to our clients. The pantry has been
extremely helpful, particularly in the beginning stages of the pandemic. The
kitchen staff is so thankful for the extra help that was given without having to ask
for it. Thank you to all of the hard working kitchen staff and management. The
store is doing an incredible job of serving the public. Thank you! Donations are
coming in extremely well. Our grant writers, along with the store, are doing a great
job keeping us in the black financially. Our shelter is up and running and caring for
families in need. Hopefully we will be able to continue this and expand. The urban
rest stop is now operating 2 days a week and searching for more volunteers so we
can go back to 5 days running. Our warehouses are full and we are looking for new
projects. The latest of these projects include low income housing to help those
suffering from poverty. Thanks to our office workers who have worked
continuously throughout the last 2 years. We are able to distribute mail and bags of
groceries on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Special thanks for Marilyn and Fr. Jim for
taking over social services after our beloved Joe Schudawa passed away. Once
again [ would like to thank everyone who has worked tirelessly for making St.
Vincent De Paul such a success in Medford. I hope [ haven’t forgotten anyone. Each
and every one of you are important to the running of our organization. Thank you

again and may God be with you and bless you.






Len Hebert

Humanitarian of the Year

Nancy and Bill Hunt were presented with the 2020 St. Vincent de
Paul “Len Hebert Humanitarian of the Year” award at the November
2020 council meeting. Though the recognition and celebration were
minimized due to COVID-19, it was still a great honor for Bill Hunt to
receive the award on behalf of him and Nancy, who passed away in
2019.

Nancy was council Secretary for over 15 years, worked in the Thrift
store and the office, plus managed to keep us on our toes with
reporting our volunteer hours, computer data entry, Roberts Rules of
Order for council meetings and in general kept us on an even keel.

Bill works in the store fixing things that are donated and can be fixed
as well as helping maintain the facilities when called on. He and
Nancy were Master Gardeners helping with many garden projects
around the valley. They were recognized as Volunteers of the
Month by Jackson County commissioners in 2017 for all their hours
spent helping in the Restore Store of Habitat in Medford. Bill Hunt
recently said that, “Nancy and | believe in using our extra free time in
activities which promoted the human welfare. SVDP's philosophy
closely aligned with that aim and we have associated with the
organization for 17 years. We urge others seeking to improve living
conditions for those less fortunate to join us at St. Vincent's.—"

They are an amazing couple and deserve this recognition for all they
do to serve others. With big hearts and warm smiles, they have made
a huge impression on St Vincent de Paul and the Rogue Valley
communities. God has blessed us all with you both.



Len Hebert

Humanitarian of the Year
2021

Sue Naumes, a fixture in Jackson County's pear industry, is
receiving some recognition after a life serving the community.

The former manager of Naumes Inc., one of the largest pear
companies in Southern Oregon, received the Len Hebert
Humanitarian of the Year award from St. Vincent de Paul on
June 25 2021.

Sue Naumes, 73, said she is still surprised that she won the award,
considering the significant efforts of the many volunteers at St.
Vincent.

"All those older men and women, they're the real humanitarians,”
she said. "St. Vincent's a fabulous organization."

She praised Len Hebert, who has supported St. Vincent over the
years and for whom the humanitarian award is named after
starting over a decade ago.

Sue said the volunteers treat the homeless population with dignity
and respect, offering them food, clothing, laundry facilities, a
place to shower and other resources.

Sue has served on countless boards and committees over the
years, including the Medford Irrigation District Board, Rogue Basin
Water Users Council Board, Rotary Foundation, The Carpenter
Foundation, The Walker Advisory Committee and The Joe and
Frances Naumes Family Foundation.

Medford Mayor Randy Sparacino also recently proclaimed June
25, 2021, as Sue Naumes Day to recognize her legacy.

Thank you, Sue for all you do to make our community a better
place for all.



Vicky Weiss, SVDP Volunteer; Debra Ingram, Retail Bank Manager;
John Engelhardt, OLM Conference President

“Oh, it is Just What We Do”

Okay, | am just going to say it: there is just something about our Ashland branch of First Interstate Bank.
From the very first time | walked in, | was struck by the “décor” at the bank. It seemed then (and has
been confirmed nearly every time since) that fun decorations are prominently in place, all of them urging
customers to contribute to one fund drive or another, benefiting a local non-profit.

If you have seen the television ads for First Interstate, you are familiar with the emphasis they place on
community. Of course, all banks in our area are involved in one way or another with various charitable
activities. But there is something different about First Interstate in Ashland—and it isn’t just that Our
Lady of the Mountain Conference recently received a check from First Interstate. It is more than that.

have never before or since walked into a business and found the manager—in this case, Retail Bank
Manager, Debra Ingram—making posters that urge customers to contribute school supplies for needy
youngsters. Or find huge displays advertising the bank as the place to drop off food for the local Food
Bank. When | first introduced myself to Debra and identified myself as a representative from St. Vincent
de Paul, she greeted me enthusiastically with, “Oh, | was just up in Medford, dropping off a bunch of
coats at St. Vincent de Paul.”

Whether it is advertising the “Feed the Neighborhood” program or supplying staff for local Junior
Achievement programs, the “décor” at First Interstate is a seasonal display, alerting customers to the
needs of the community and how to contribute. Debra herself is a member of the Ashland Chamber of
Commerce, and her team there is always involved in the city’s biggest events, such as the 4" of July
parade and the Festival of Lights.

The First Interstate Foundation doesn’t just encourage its employees to volunteer; it actually grants to a
non-profit $10 an hour for every hour that a volunteer spends working for that non-profit. Walking in,
one senses that volunteerism, contributing to those in need, is just part of the air these folks breathe.

Aren’t we in Ashland lucky to have them in our community!

--Vicky Weiss
St. Vincent de Paul
Our Lady of the Mountain Conference






